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Membership Renewal 

Rcrnindcr ... your GSf\1 membership 
expired September 30.,, unless you have already 

p:iid your 2007 membership dues. C heck the 
mailing label on this ncwslclt cr. 

If the d:uc on the label says 10/0 112006, 
you need 10 send in your membership renewal 
ASAP. Jf the label lrns 10/0 1/2007 on it, then 
you have already renewed for 2007. 
Mcmhcrship renewal races urc listed inside the 
front cover of' the newsletter. Mai l your 
rc11cwals tff 

Gcologlcnl Sodcly of Minnesota 
P.O. Uox 390555 
Ed hrn MN 55439-0555 

Mcmbcrshin bcncfjts: 
Discounts on field trip costs 
Discounts on special even! admission fees 
Quanertyncwslcucr 
Annual membership directory 
KnO\\ 1ha1 you arc supponmg GSM, which 

pro\ ides public education about geology 
for children and adults throughout 1he 
state, including school visits, State Fair 
booth, and science fair visits. 

Eligib1h1y tojo1111he GSM media library 1•S1h .. l 

New membership <;;hair appointed 
Katy Paul has agreed to be the GS M's Membership 

C"oonl111u1or (S~-cnc"' addrcssforrcncwalsbclow.) 

Plcasc sc11drencw11ls.ncwmcmbel'5hips,and 
clmngc.~ ofaddrcss 10: 

Gf<l lu l!ic11 l .~oclc1 )' nfMinncsn1 ~ 
l'.0. Oo~ 390555 
Edina MN 554J9-0S55 

Abi~thankyoutoSandyS1cffncr , OOardmcmber. 

""hos1cppcd111as1111cnmcoordinn1orimmedia1cly 
fol1o"mgGa1lf\farshaW5 dcath. 

Sandy u y1.··1"ouldllkctothanka1J1hosc 
mc111berswhoha•·c subnnncdthc1rrencwalsalreadyand 
apprec1a1c a!l1hcau 1si1.ncc l was g1\'Cnmmy 
1cn1por.1ry ro le.~ 



I ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Website Assistants Wanted 

Arc you um:n:stcd in working on the 

GSM website? r lcasc let Alan Smith, 

wchmas1cr, k110\\ , You may contact Alan via 

e-mail through the GSM website: 

GSM NEWS Ed itor: Kath r Ahl l'rs 
(763)789-7 143 

a hler002 1atlumn.edu 
The purpose of this newstcncr is to 

inform members and friends of the activiues 
of 1hc Geological Society of Minnesota. 
GSM NEWS 1s published four times a year: 
Fcbruory 15. May 15. August 15. and 
No\'c111bcr IS. GSM NEWS welcomes 
unsolici1cd Geology and Earth Science 
rclak-d aniclcs (best: 300 11ords., up 10 500 
wordslong)andpholographs. 

Dcadhnc: for an1cle submission is lhrce 
weeks before thedatcOf1JUblica1ion.Contact 
1hc cduor 1fyou have something to submit 

l'AS I" ) t:AM.'S O FFICERS: 
Roger lh•ncl"· Presidenl 
.J:oncl llop11cr. \'ice Presiden t 
Durolh) Kuclhcr.Sccrelarr 
l::d Slcffn cr, Trcasurcr 

Directors 111addition10 ihe officers lis1ed 
nbow hu,·e been: Cindy Demers. Hill 
F11rqulmr, Kate llnuz,Gerry Paul. Hnd Sandy 
Steffncr. 
Send all GS"-·1 membership dues, change­

of-:1ddresscards.andrcncwals10: 

Gt>o l ogica l Societ~ ofi\·linnesota 
l'.0.Bo.\390555 

Ed in:1.l\1.-.:55-139.osss 

GSM 1s n SO l(c)3 nonprofit organiza1ion. 
Mcmbershiplc\-c:lsarc: 

5 10 Full-1irnes1uden1s 
520 lndhiduals 
SJO F'arni lics 
website: bttn ·1. wwu gsmn.org 

Add111onaldonauonsarcalwaysappn:ciatcd! 

FROM TH E DESK OF THE PRESIDENT 

llelloc\lcryonc. 
Bcmgpresidenthn.sbecna"onderfulcxpc:riencc 

During my 1cnurc. mcmbt.'11ib1ps ba\-·c gone up. IC<:rurc 
:uccndaucc has almost doubled. response 10 lectures has 
been outstanding. and field trips h:ivc been 1n:mcndous. 

I wish J could say it was my [c:adcrshtp that caused 
these cm.-eu. btn r cannot take the: cn:di1. The credit goes 
to1hcboardandolhcrat1ivcvolun1c...--rs. With th1soorps 
offmuas1ic nuliv id tmls. 1ny Jobasprcsidtnthasbetn 
very easy. 

Where 10 SIHrl wi1h the 1hank you's? To Bill 
Robbinsforhis nominationsconuniuecwork,andfor 
ori;:111iz:i tio11 of th .: North Shore fkld trip; Paul Martin 
forshowingmeth.:ropcs: S1c11cEricksonfor 
oulstnnding progrnmrningofthelccturcseries:Janct 
l lopper,n Vl' rc;1dytus1ep in ata momcnl'snoriec.; 
Doro1hy Kuc1hcr, who kepi me on 5chedulc; Ted Chura. 
for teaching me fi11ant1al rcsponsibili1y; and Ed and 
SandyStelTner,whosckindncssandsdf-saerificing, 
ge1-i1-donc·now auuude have made me believe Iha! 
anything can be done. 

I could goon and on abou1 everyone on the board. 
pa.stand present. Thankyou.e\eryonc! 

"Re111cmbcr: the needs of the many ou1wcigb the 
necd~oflhc few.or the one." 

&.-cy•oua11hescminars, 
Roger lkm .. '(>t 

Ou1going !'resident.. GSM 

New Board Members: 
At the annual mcctmg in September. elections w;;n: 

held and SC\eral new board members were elected. A 
big 1hunk you lo 1hc board rncmbcrs who arc retiring this 
year. Th.: organization could nm have been successful 
wi1 houtyo11 rpar1icipa1 ion. 

As of Jon. 1.2007, 1hcboardofdirce1orswi11bc: 
fancl !lopper Katcllimz 
Ed SlelTncr Gerry P;iul 
l~nndy S1robe l Sandy Stcffncr 
Joan Furlnng Bcnlly l'rcecc 
K111hyAhlcrs 

Members, please think about SCr\ling on 1he board in 
thefuturc1fyouhavcnotalrcadydoncso. 

Contributions to the newsletter: 
lfyou1hmkth1siuucisabitskimpyonc:ontcnt,11's 

bccause\·cryfew1tcmswcresubmiued.P\casec:onsidcr 
writmg a shorl arhclc. book rc\-·icw, rda1ed-e\cnt 
announcement. IC<:ture or seminar rci.·iewfsummary. 
ficld-tnp Slory (with one or two pho1os. if a\-'atlablc). 
re\'~ ofa DVD in our media library, or anylhing else 
possiblyofin1cres11othcmembers.Oeadlincsandword-
t0un1 recomrncnda11ons at left Thank you.. ~Ed. 



2006 State Fair Booth a Success 

j,.(1Uklhkc1ioil1Wc•~"hohelpcdmakcthe2006 

Slatcf111boo•h•1•~:uwciceuWcnudo:-rcori-•nthlht 
pubhc.~oulm<11c!l...3.700brndiwQ..llldbad:agrcalnmc' 

do1"111.lt'a•lway>fun1011lkab<.iut1cok>gyandrocl:swtlhd>C 
kids 1ndc•cn,.1ththegrownups. 

\\cdl(i1«c•'1'-•nilsugi:esiiomforboolhidd11oom. 
Harlan Finne~ ""llle>lcd lhll ""Mid• gb<:aal map "'~lh $ed1menl 
Pmplci 11>1nc llan.klman •uiu:e51cd1ha1"·•indl>deas:o111j1lcof 
<k>k»tcmc 01hcn MIJ:JUICd th11 ,. .• ll'U>">dc some glas$ cln.ncr and 
"'lpcJMl"'cc•nclcanlhtniagn1fy1ng~laucs.Wcw1llkccp1hc... 

suun11on,111mlndfurnclll)'tar 
llclowlha•·c lutcd1hcn1111CSof1ht59peoplcwhop•cso 

i;cnCJ'Ol1>lyut1hcorM1c1nmal:coml>uo1ha11hcFa;rasucccu.I 
wuuld hkc m d""" all of 1hcm ~nd csp~ially Dick Heglund who 
v.·.iokod fu1n ~lu01, t)ougZblkow.ki and Bill Robbins, wl1onch 
"'otkcd 1hr.:<0 ~1111\s, and Ken 1lmkhnd. C<mrad Zbikowski, Mork 
Ryun,k11)·Shcn11c•undf'dStcffcn.whoc•chwo1kcd 
1wu1hltU S~1nl1hanh•lmgo10DaveW1l'IO!l.l'aulM•rtin, 
Judy H~m1l1on. Katy r~ul, Sieve Enckson, Derick Edge and Dick 
llcalund fot do111j M:l•UP Mrld 1car-do"'" A ,·cry. very ipCClll 

lhanltJ W>ould 1IM1 ~o h> llitl Robbin•. Doug Zb1kowsk1. Dock 
ll c1tundlU\llfd'>1cff™-".""°Sra<:•Clll>lyotcppcdina11hclaot 
m1nutc1Ufill•nunplllnncdholc1noursdmlulc. 

Aga1n.llu1nlt1rockl -TomScOOnm:kcr 
~ .. - ..... ,_,_l<ort ..... 
:"'.!::"::=::-~,._ s::gc:; .. 
==l=7:.~~s­
:E:?E.E~ -c-c...,,._...,_ 
=.."1::.!..-..=.s::= 
~1=:.:~,;=.~-:--
...... 11 ....... 1 .... JW.<N.1.,1·-D.l.-... 

PAR.TY IN HONOR. OF 
~AIL /vlAR.SHALL 

Guilrc<1ucs11:dnomcmorialscrviccor 
funeral. bul ~p<.-cifkd that a pariy could be 
held iu hcrhonor. Gnil'sdaughtcrsarc 
sm1mg10 plnnn p;1r1y,probnblyfor 
springtime. tr you would like 10 be informed 
astowhcnlhcp.1rtyw1llbchcld,plcasescnd 

Kri sti Marshoill 
12232 Allen Or 
Hurns,•ill c, M N 55337 

Or i;all and lea\•e a message: {952} g94-2961 

Advice for parents 
of rockhounds: part II 
By Kate Hintz, Science Museum of MN 

Contmuotion from lost issue­
Questions to osk. child rock collecton; 

What can you tell me about the rock? 
You'll hc.ir an~wcrs from your budding 

geologb1 like ~mooth. bumpy. rough. prcuy. 
spnrkly, he:ivy, round, l:iycml, or nm. Thcn:·s 
hnn!ly u wroug m1~wer here. Some chiklrcn reply 
1hm their rod: i~ ··sofl." Use thi' t"nc to explain 
1hc <liffton:ncc hc1wocn sofi md srnooih. 
Mnr~tun:1llows nrc soil. your rock is .;moolh or 

po!hhc:d. 

How does the surface of your rock feel? 
Is ii srnoo1h. bumpy. or rough'! How did it 

get so ~moo1h or 1>o1i~hc:d'! That hn1>pcns ns rocks 
roll in lhc lukc or lll the procc."s of being rolled ard 
abndctl 11 hilc being trdnsportc:d by gl:icicrs. 
Describe the texture of the rock. 

ls 11 finc-grdnl«I or co.vsc'! b 11 all lhe same 

color. or can you \CC dilTcn:nt colors or nuncr.ils in 
your rod." Compare the rod: to a ooolic. Is it 
more like a grnnola bar OI' a 1anilla wafer'! In the 
gni.nola bar. you can di~tingu1~h 1he rolled oat grains 
mid rhc ehoc<,la1e chip~ Jml hkc yoo can sec dear 
quartz. pmk fckl p;ir. and bind. mica m gr:inue. Or 
is )Our rocL more hLc a vanilla wafcr. where you 
can't )()(; the nd11dual ,gr.un~ of nour ard sugar. 
Th1s 1c,,;mrc is \lm1lar lo finc-i;rnincd roc\::s like 
bas.all or rh)ohtc· 1·cry common rocks in 
Minnesota A m:ignifymg glu,~ I" a good 1001 to 

sccu:xuirc 
What color ls the rock? 

Color give:! u' c lue~ ton rock or mincrnt's 
itlcnii1y 100, und 1110\I ufu~ hkc prctty mid colorfu l 
rocks. What give~ your rock 1hm red c.:olor'! ( nic ru:l 
in 111m1y Minncso111 rnds come~ from iron.) 

More rock ideas: 
Got 101 ~ (Jf rocL\'I Sort 1hc111 however you 

like. l'lay cwc111y quc,lmn" \\ 11h the rods_ Drow 
p1cturcs of rucb Go colkcl '\Omc more! 

Thc.'IC d1>;cU\)l-Ons may lead lo identifying a 
rocl. but rcmernbcrrocL :ud muicr.il idcnufication 
comes with pmcticc and secmg loUi of rocks. 

Geology 1~ eompk~. nnd u·~ often difficult for lids 
10 urdcrs1and proct"\Scs that tOOL 1111lhon~ of years 
1oh:1ppcn + 



Plu11 tot11te11d ..• 

Geological Society of Minnesota 
WINTER BOARD MEETING and SOCIAL EVENT 

Saturday December 9, 2006 

Board Meeting 3:00 p.m. 
Buffet Potluck about 5:00 p.m_ 

l.ooilion: 
9619 Briar Circle 
Bloomington, MN 55437 
952-831-5165 

If you are planning to eat, please bring a load item to share, as this is a Pot Luck Party. 
Punch. coffee, and soft drinks will be provided. So that we avoid too much of any item, please 
call or e·mall Sandy Stelfner, ssteffnerjat]mn.rr.com, with what you plan to bring: hors 
d'oeuvres/appetizer, salad, bread, "hot dish," dessert, or other. 

This invitation goes to all members in good standing who currenlly serve on the board, who 
have served on the board in the past, and to any current GSM member who is considering 
serving on the board in the future. All dues-paid members are also welcome to aUend the GSM 
Board of Directors meeting. 

Gcologic•ISocictyofMN 
c.o KlllhyAhlcn 
l'.O So~ 211 % 
M111nc"f)Ohs..MNS~21 

10l1floo,''1 
Steve ERICKSON 
9393TumbenyAlcove 
Woodbuly,MN 55125 

-~ ----- . ---::::::=:.:::::: ,,.39 
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