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The Prez Sez 
Well, we've wrapped up another great lecture 

year, hnd our Spring Banquet, and are ready lO 
set out for summer fun in the field and at I.he 
State Fair. 

Looking bac.lt at the lecture series, two main 

thoughts spring to mind: a) the quali1y or the 
speakers and the popularity or their topics 

remain suong and at the top or the charts: and 
b) we raced a £air runoun1 of change this pas1 
sea.son, and with some patience and a liule nifly 
fOOlwOflt we managed IO gei. through it all 
intacL Most or the change, or course, cxx:urrcd 
in thc localion of the Jecnue rooms. We 
started out in our old reliable Physics 166, 
shifted at midscason to Science Classroom Bldg 

12S, l00k a detour to Moos Tower, and ended up 

back at Science Classroom Bldg 175. This was 
our year 10 learn cverytliing about the U of M 
campus that we ever wanted to know, but were 

afraid to ask! We hope to be back in Physics 

166 next Fall (more on Uiis in 1he next 
newsletter). 

The theme of the lecture series, ~Back to the 
Basics: was motivated in pan by all the new 

members who have joined GSM in the last 
couple or years and paniy as a refresher for the 
veterans. We staned with the formation or !he 
solar sys1em and the earth itself, had three 
lectures on the fmt four billion years (Archean 

and Protcnotc), a lccnue oo minerals, a three 
lecture series on the three major rock types. and 
ended wilh my own pcisonal favorite, a four 

part series on evolution. The l.aucr included a 

SlalC·Of·the-art graphiCD.I presentation on DNA 
and the building blocks of life by Sam 

Kirkwood and a fascinating lcctW"C by Bob 
Sloan on the evolution or life in the 

Precambrian. Talk about timing and relevance, 
it was shortly af1c.r Sloan's lecture that articles 
appeared in the newspapers and science 
magazines about the amazing discovery in China 
or well-preserved soft-body fossils right at the 
Pn:cambrian/Cambrian horiz.on, emphasizing 
Sloan's point I.hat life was well established in 

Precambrian time. 

Neu sea.son's lecture series is devoted to the 
general theme of ·urban Geology.· Thanks to 

the hard work or Dick Uthe and Dwight 
Robinson, the titles arc facd, all or the 

speakers are committed (including the Spring 
Banquet), and the labs arc seL The deiailcd 

schedule will be included in the next 
newsletter, but just to give you a hint of things 

10 come, the first three lectures deal with how 

googrnphy and geology influenced human 
SCltlement in the Twin Cities and with both 

bedrock and glacial geology or !he Twin Cities. 
Come and learn abou1 your own neighborhood. 

We now look rorward to the Summer Field 
Trips and our exhibit at the State Fait. There's 

more information on both in this ncwleuer. I 
Uflle you all 10 participate in both: you'll have 
a great time, meet lots or inieresting people, 

and learn a thing or two about geology. 

SEE YOU nns SUMMER! 

Allen Cox, President GSM 



Type: 
Date: T:n°;~SY &T1g 

1991 FIELD TRIP NUMBER ONE 
Mid-Continent Rift Zone 

Leaders: James Miller, Minnesota Geological Survey 
Penny Morton - University of Minnesota at Duluth 

HIGHLIGHTS 

WHEN&HOW 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

Motels: 

Goldengate Cloquet 
r33-49l 

218-879-6752 
Holjday lnn Duluth Duluth $49-+ 218-722-1202 
Super 8 Motel Duluth $44-59) 218-628-2241 
American Motel Carlton _ $37-+ 218-384-3535 

Campgrounds: 

Jay Cooke State Park Carlton 1-800-765-CAMP 

Other: 

St. Scholastica - Dorms Call Fran Corcoran 
by June 1 724-2101 

COST 

OTHER 

Come prepared for any type of weather or terrain. P/ .aea.-o._ WJ2.o..... ~ ........ ~~ 

We will be eating lu nch in the field both Saturday and Sunday -- bring your own. { 

Each fie ld trip participant will be required to sign a waiver of liability on Sa1urday morning. prior 
to the start of the field trip. 

SIDE TRIP 

The Tower-Soudan Mine State Park is open for business. Make a plan to meet your friends 
there on Friday, June 14, before you join the "official" guided tour! 

PLEASE CALL 

lf you are planning to participate in the 1991 Field Trip Number One, please call Fran Corcoran 
h~J;t~l311;;dml:~v;al~ fo~~fe ~~!r name. Include the number in your party so we will 



Field Trip Season Begins 
We have a great summer or licld trips to look 

rorwan:1. to. The plans arc made. the leaders are 
committt.d. and thc dal.cS arc set • This being an 
odd-numbered year, there will be four local 

outings during a weekend in June, July, August. 
and September. We'll be going Nonh, 

Northeast, Soulhcast, and Northwest around the 
Slate. We go rain or shine, wind or calm. The 
fun is guaramccd: the olhcr conditions are 
always a bit iffy. 

Trip I. June 1.S-16. Dululh/Supcrior 

Penny Morton (UMD Gcol. Dept.) and Jim 
Miller (UM Geol. Dept.) will conduct a 

two-day trip on the midcontinent rift in the 
vicinty on Duluth and Superior, WI. A sideuip 

to the Tower- Sudan iron mine is planned for 
Friday June 14. 

Trip 2. July 20. Grantsburg Lobe 
Marlr. Johnson (Gustavus Adolphus Geol. Dept.) 
will lead a one-day tour to disc.over the glacial 

geology of the GranLSburg Lobe from the most 
recent Ice Age. 

Trip 3. August 10-1 l. Soulhcastem Minnesota 

The ever-popular Howard Hobbs (UM Geo!. 
Dept.) will We us on a two-day trip 10 I.he 
southcnstcm pan of the slate to examine the 
Driftlcss Zone. 

Trip 4. September 14. St. C loud 

Len Ccrokll and Ivan Walkins (St Cloud State) 
will conduct a one- day outing around the SL 
Cloud area w1d will emphasize a "hands on" 

approach where they give us the basic facts and 
we figure ou1 the geology. 

Don't worry aboul sign-up sheets lO gel on the 
mailing list. ALL GSM members will get the 
announcement for each trip with the details of 
meeting place. times, and itinerary. Keep in 
mind that al l field trips arc self-supporting, 

and we do as.t for your share of the fee, usually 

around lunch time when everybody is in a good 
mood. There is an additional SS rec for guests 
who arc not GSM members. 

Hope you can join us as we trek abou1 the 
countryside this summer. If you have gcncral 

questions abou1 field uips, please call Fran 
Corcoran (724-2101). 

Hint.a far Field Trippers 

Since our field trips arc outdoor, hands-on 
events and take place rain or shine, the 
following points should be kept in mind when 
planning your trip; 

I . Clothing: casual and pr.ictical, preferably 

layers that can be added or removed for 
maximum comfort: comfortnblc walking shoes 

or boots: plastic rain coat and hood. 

2. Equipment: Plastic bags for fossi l specimens, 
masking tape for marking and annotating roc:lc. 
samples, pens, noccbook:, pocket knife. 
geologists' hammer (opliona1). 

3. Food and drink: We always have lunch in the 
6eld; bring drinking water. 

4. Opoonai it.ems: Camera, field gl.asses, loupe 
(hand lens), rain boots. rock/fossil guides. 

5. Overnight.: In addition IO usual it.ems. plan 
for more meals in the field with canned or dry 

foods that do not need refrigeration. Although 
motels and camping al'CllS will be suggcsle.d, you 
are responsible for your own accommodations. 

6. Plan to spend to whole day: schedules tend to 
be flexible; we will return when we arrive. 

1991 GSM Roster Availahle 
Our 1991 roster has been prinl.Cd and is 
available IO members at all GSM functions 
(Spring Banquel, field ttips, Annual Meeting, 

lecuues). Jn addition lO lhe membership 
directory, the rosier conlains the list of GSM 
dm.ctors, pasl prcsidcnlS. committees. and a 

general description or activities. Special !hanks 
arc due IO Warren and Jan Mitchell for 
compiling, organizing, and printing this year's 

roster. lhey really did a marvelous job. 



Oop•!! We MiuedDick 
Dick Sclander's name was inadvcncmly 
om1u.cd from the list of commn= members 
on the Exhibi1 Commiucc and the Fickl. Trip 
Commmce. He is 1 valued member IO both 

commitlttl, and we iegrn1 the ovcn;ight. 

State Fair Invitation 
Lilccmostofus, youarcalrcadyplanningyour 
social calendar for Late August. You will. no 
doubt, be wanting to volunicera1 ourboolh in 
the Educatioo Building at !he State Fair. 

Our State Fair boolh is our single most 
lmportant means of a111acting new members 
nndho.sbccnformnnyycnr!. Thcenthusiasm 
nndin1ercstofour cuncntmcmbersat the 
booth reaps new membcrsbythescoreeach 

'"'· 
W"°n the Eichibit CommitlCC met a few wcck.5 
ago,wedec:idodtojaizupthejoinL Wenccd 
to make the most or our citpcns.ive tcn-fOOl 
bool.h,sowearcrcsh:!.pmgthewalls.geninga 
new styi~h Libk; 1.-ovec (and m&yi>c e\cn a r.cw 
table). new dWts. hardbound resource boots. 
newimpro'l'CdinstructionsforourvoluntcerS.a 

NEW 

coolu. plenty of handouts, (hopefully) a fan, 
andwearcsutltnkingsuggeslioos! Weare 
meeting 1g1.1n June 3 al the Cox's home IO nail 

down the rcma.ining items. such as 1 Minncsoca 
bcdroek map w11h county oullineovertay so 
everybody can sec wtw's under the blKk 40. 

Remember. you don't need a degree in geology 
to qualify for Sllfring lhe booth. In fact. you 
don't even have lO koow how lO spell "plate 

ioctonics." You only nccdaliulcpatienccanda 
friendly disposition. A favori1e answer IO hard 
questions is, "Gee,! don't know, but ir you 
cometooneofourlccturcs,youcanask areal 
geologis t." 

Don't miss out on !his exciting opponuni ty IO 

OOvancelhecauscofgoologyinMinnesotaand 
10 mee t lots of interesting people. Volunteer lO 
staff the booth at lhe Sl:ltc Fair this year. 

Torucrve yourfourhourshiflon your favorite 
day(s)and hour(s),call Fran Corcoran 
(724-2101). Sign up early and often!!! 
STATE FAIR DATES; TiiURSDAY 

AUGUST 22 • MONDAY SEI''fE.MBER 2. 

SUMMER 1991 

EXTINCTION OF THE DINOSAURS 
CSch 0528 

Day: Tu~d1y, J un t 18 & 25, 1991 
Tlme: 6:30·8 :30 p.m. 
Plate: Piiisbury Hill, Room 121 
Cost : $30 (11e 62, $20) 

No laJt f tt lllrou1 flJuM 11 

.ln.Ur.u..tl.w:: Robert E. Sloan, Pror. 
lnpl. or Geolo11/Geophy• la for 36 
yur1; l"ftffr t h lnterott Include rotks 
1.nd roalla of 10u1heulem MN i nd lbe 
eninctlon ofdln- ur1 ln Mont1n1 and 
China 

REGISTRATION FORM 

Please register me for: CSch 0528 • Extinction or the Dinosaurs 
~ CSch 0530 • Sharks: Realities and Myths 

Make check: payable to the University of Minnesota, and mail to Compleat Scholar, 206 Wesbrook 
HaU, 77 Pleasant SL SE, Minneapolis, MN 55455. For funhcr information, call 624-8880. 

Namc ________ _______ BinhDa~-----
Add<ess. ______ ____ Cicy ______ State_Zip __ _ 

Telephone(homc) ____ _ _ _____ (wm) _______ _ 
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