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From 
the 
Prez 

Our- 1 989 - 90 lectur-e series has ended, 
and I think we all agr-ee that it was quite 
a success Attendance was high and, as 
always , those of us 'Who hear-d the 
lectur-es 'Were enriched by them _ It 1s, 
after all, you the members, and our 
guests, 'Who deserve the thanks for the 
lectur-e series Without your support 
they could not continue 

1 n the last ne'vlsletter I suggested that \o/e 
i nv1te young adults of high school and 
college age to attend our lectures and 
join us on our field trips The 
inv1tation is still open Thls summer 
'vlOUld be a good time to help them 
generate an interest in geology. Talk up 
the next lecture series and per-haps treat 
a student to one of our field trips this 
summer 

Speaking of field trips -- the Wyoming 
trip promises to be the highlight of the 
summer That, together \v'ith our local 
trips should give us a summer to 
remember Make it a safe and happy 

As you kno"' , the GSM sponsors a booth 
in the education building at the State 
fa1 r It generates a lot of interest in the 
Society, and, as a matter of fact, the 
majority of our new members each year 

come to us by \v"ay of our State fair 
booth As fair time approaches, you 
may be called and asked to help staff the 
booth Please consider it; your help is 
needed 

- - Walt Blo'vlers 

In Memoriam 

Dr Henry Lepp - Professor emer-itus 
and former head of the Geoloc;rn 
Department at Macalester College d1ed 
May 27. 1 990 after a bout with cancer
He had been at Macalester from 1 964 
unhl he reh r-ed last year and was well 
knov1n and popular- to the GSM . He was 
born 1 n Russia, gre\·1 up l n 
Saskatchewan, and received his doctorate 
in geology from the Univ of Minnesota in 
1954 He clid field work rn the Canadian 
Archc and French West Africa forr 
mining companies before turning to 
teaching at the LIMO ; n 1 954 He \·tas a 
true fnend to our Society, havinq 
lectured and conducted field trips, and 
ve will miss h1 m our dee pest 
sympathy to his \.life, children, and 
family 
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SUMMER FIELD TRIPS 

Jan and Warren Mitchell have worked 
true m1 racles bringing together this 
summe,-·s local field trips As late as 
April it appear-ed that none of the 
or-igi nall y planned trips (and reported 
in the last newsletter) would take place 
due to last minute cancellations or 
schedule conflicts of the guides Jan and 
Wat'ren 'Went 1 nto hyperdrive and after 
many hours on the phone actually 
managed to get FOUR local trips set up 
instead of three es originally planned. 
And these are some first-class 
excursions we·re talking about her-e, 
folks! 

The list no\¥' reads as follows . 

June 9 - Taylor's Falls : The Unknown 
S1de (Dr- Bill Cordue} 

June 1 6 - River Explorat1on (Rebecca 
Seales) 

M1d - Jul y - Ml nnesote Valley National 
W1ldhfe Refuge Tour 

Mid - Sept - Southwest W1sconsi n (Dr 
Ed Neufer) 

To kick the summer off, Dr Bill Cordua 
of Univ . Wisconsin - River falls led a 
field trip to the Taylor·s falls area to 
observe Precambrian basalt flows and 
Cambrian sandstone formations. tour of 
the Dresser trap rock quarry Many of us 
remember Dr . Cordua from Rock Elm 
Disturbance field trip in July, 19BB 
when we learned all about 
··astroblemes ." Once again, \·le were 
treated to beautiful weather and Dr . 
Cordua's 1 uc1d descriptions of the 
Midcontinent Rift basalt nows, their 
subsequent erosion by Cambrian seas 
(including evidence of steep cliffs and 
pounding surfs) , and islands in glacial 
River St Croix . We spent the morning 
at Taylor 's Falls and Interstate Park, WI, 
and then spent the enhre afternoon at 
the Dresser tr"aprock quarry 

The ver"y next weekend, Rebecca Seal took 
us on a local field trip to Nine Mile 
Cr"eek in Bloomington and to Minnehaha 
Falls This . was a r"eall y i nter"esti ng, 
hands - on trip dealing w1th river and 
stream geology The highlight of this 
trip was at Nine Mlle Creek where 
ever"ybody broke up into teams and 
assigned differ"ent measu,..ements and 
experiments to make on the stream. We 
assembled Just before lunch, end each 
team presented its results as Rebecca 
explained the significance and tied them 
all together What a great way to learn 
geology! 

A third, more informal tnp is scheduled 
for Saturday in mid-July at the 
soon-to - be-opened Minnesota Valley 
National Wildlife Refuge (U . S . Dept . of 
Interior) . Park Rangers will conduct 
tours, lasti nq appr-oximatel y one hour, of 
the new facility and exhibits 
Afterwards, hikes alonq the extensive 
frails in the refuqe and lunch are 
planned Since this was not discussed 
earlier in the season as a field trip, the 
entire GSM membership will receive a 
trip descnphon in the mail 

finally , the fourth field trip will be to 
the Plattville, WI and led by Dr Ed 
Neufer from the Umv of Wisconsin -
Plattville This is in the Driftless Zone 
on the state and fs also known for its lead 
and zinc m1nes 

Membership 

Summer ·s here and we can relax - - but 
not the membership committee We are 
sharpem nq our pencils and prepari nq to 
enter your name 1 n the ledqer after we 
receive your- GSM dues for 1 990 - 91 
The early submission of dues is a help to 
us because it lessens the "rush "" in 
September and October It also helps us 
remain solvent throuqh the summer . 
New members are encouraged to Join in 
the summer because the field tn ps then 
come as a bonus - Walt Blowers 



GSM 1990- 91 LECTURE SERIES 

BACK TO THE BASICS 
ORIGIN OF EARTH. MINERALS. ROCKS. ANO EARLY LIFE 

Lecture 
Number 

Lab 

Lab 

Date Title 

24Sep 90 Annual Meeting - fall Banquet 

8 Oct 90 Orig1 n of our solar system 

22 Oct 90 Earth as a planet; the first 
half billion years 

29 Oct 90 Basic chemistry: atoms, 
elements, compounds 

5 Nov 90 Minerals 

1 9 Nov 90 Rock cycle: igneous rocks 

26 Nov 90 Rock cycle: metamorphic rocks 

7 Jan 91 Rock cycle '. sedimentary rock3 

1 4 Jan 91 Isotopes & radioactivity basics 
of radiometric dah ng 

28 Jan 91 The Archean: setting the stage 

11 Feb 91 The Proterozo1c: all systems 
operating 

25 Feb 91 Origin and evolution of ead y 
hfe : single cells to Jellyfish 

10 11 Ma,.- 91 Chemical basis of evolution 
DNA and replication 

1 1 25 Mar 91 Genetic basis of evolution 
genetic variation, mechani5ms 
of change 

1 2 8 Apr 91 Ecologic basis of evo1 ution 
survival of the fittest 

29Apr 91 Spring BanQuet 

Lecturer 

TBD 

Calvin Alexender 

Calvin Alexander 

Dick Uthe 

Jim Miller 

Jim Miller 

Jim Stout 

Karen Klernspehn 

Dick Uthe 

David Bice 

David Bice 

Bob Sloan 

Sam Kirkwood 

David Merrell 

Jay Hatch 

TBD 
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