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The GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF MINNESOTA 1s an amateur group
that accepts Geology as an absorbing hobby. We gsolicit
and welcome the help and direction of membership from
professional ranke, but by and large our approach to the
subject is that of the layman. Most of us are not true
rockhounds, although we do collect minerals, rocks and
fogsils. Our main purpose is to promote interest in the
atudy of Geology of the state of Minnesota.
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Although I am serving the Geological Society as its President this year, I am
& comparatively recent member and may, therefore, still be able to take a somewhat
tached view of it, From this point of view, two e Society

n particularly impressive: its continuity, and i

not surprising to that there are at least
ho are still active 1 e Society after 32 year:
serving with interest

rporation, the g
geology wi
me,

nsorship of
State,

The number of information-seeking letters the Society has received this year
from as far away as New Jersey, attests to a significant latent reservoir of interest
in geology - and in this continuity and this fulfillment of purpose. To maintain this
continulty we should always try to involve the newer members in the decision-making or
housekeeping processes, by asking them to serve, together with the older members on
committees or the Board., And by continuing to have mature and challenging programs
and field trips, we will, almost automatically, I think, continue to fulfill our
purposes in all respects.
Mayo, Prosident
Geological Society of Minnesota

“eep Christ in Christmas’’
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Geology of Minnesota

s spreading over
emt ice ages brought
vast quantities of rock material from the
th to be dumped indiscriminately during
the recession of the ice, Old river
valleys were filled and belts of hills
wero formed as conditions changed. The
Lake Harriet landscape has such an origin.

Leaving the present channel of the Miss-
issippl river at the Plymouth Avenue bridge
a preglacial valley runs almost directly
south beneath Lake of the Isles, Lake
Calhoun and Lake Harriet to the Minnesota
River at Bloomington, This valley was
mostly filled but not completely obliter-
ated by glacial deposits. The unfilled
portions of the valley are now basins,
which are filled by lakes perched high on
the glacial debris, Lake Harriet lies
directly over this ancient valley, its

e 250 feet above the valley's rocky
is in a setting of hills piled

-hu. the ice front paused here in its

etreat about 10,000 years ago.
# #
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November 20
r Mr. Leacock =

What an interesting Bulletin = how
alive the Society is =

I read it all and how I wished I could
n be there -

Congratulations - Sincerely -
Helen G. Sommers
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INDIAN MOUNDS PARK

This point commands a view of one of the
great water courses of North America. The
stream which once filled this valley,
named the River Warren was larger than any
river on the continent to-day.

During the past million years, Minmesota
has been covered by glaciers at least 4
times, The short sunmers and long winters
of the great ice ages caused an accumula-
tion of snow and ice to a thickness of
several thousand feet,

A8 the climate moderated and glaciation
came to an end, enormous quantities of
water were released to flow in rivers away
from the ice field. The valley of the
Mississippi visible from this point was
eroded by such a stream about 12,000
years ago. Scoured to a depth of 100 feet
below the present river surface, the
valley was later filled by sand and gravel
as the force of the torrent subsided.

St.Paul, Nove 15, 1970
Dr, Bert Carlson, Secretary
Geological Society of Minnesota

Dear Dr, Carlson:

The compliment of the Board of
Directors in declaring us to be honor=
ary members of the Society is apprec-
iated and the title is accepted with
pleasure. The Society is not indebted
to us because it was through the study
of goology that our activities were en-
larged and our lives filled with inter~
ests and pleasures, that we could not
otherwise have enjoyed. The picnics
were merely incidental to the program
by which we all learned to appreciate
the beauty of the landscape and the
companionship of each other, Thank you
for attending the picnics and the honor
you have conferred upon us.

Josephine and Laurence King '
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