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THE SOCIETY IS DEVOTED TO THE sTuby of GEOLOGY
AND MINERALOGY FOR THEIR CULTURAL VALUE.

HaL E. McWeTHY, PRESIDENT « Ma Freo L. WunpoerticH, DiRecTor
Js MERLE HARRIS, VICE-PRESIDENT DR. EowArRD He MANDELL, DIRECTOR
MaRY LUPIENT, TREASURER GEORGE Ay RICKERT, DIRECTOR
LoretTA E. Koppen, Sec'v & Ass't, EoiTor  CHarLEs H. PResTon, DIRECTOR
ALger R. Syme, EbiTorR PWA 7 ¢

FOUNDER

Eowaro P. BURcH

CHARLES H. PRESTON
dJosep W. ZALUSKY
DR. EowaArD H. MAnDELL

MEETINGS: OcToser To Mav InNcLusive, 7:30 P. M. EVERY Mooy,
NOT A HOLIDAY, LARGE AUDITORIUM, 4TH FLOOR, PuBLiC LiBRARY,
HenneriN Avenue ano 10TH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA.

FIELD TRIPS: JUNE UNTIL SEPTEMBER INCLUSIVE.

ANNUAL DUES: ResIDENTS OF HenNNEPIN AND RAMsey Counties $3.00
pLUs $1.00 ADDITIONAL FOR HUSBAND, WIFE, OR DEPENDENT FAM-
ILY MEMBERS; FOR STUDENTS AND NON-RESIDENTS, $1.00.
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MIDWEST FEDERATION OF GEOLOGICAL SOCIETIES
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every single trip. Following is our schedule:

MAY 16, 1948 SPRING VALLEY MINNESOTA IRON MINZS
Leader — Prof. ¥. M. Swain

JUNZ 6, ANOKA SAND DUNES
Leader - Prof, E. F. Wright

JUNB 12-20 FIRST NATIONAL MEETING OF AMERICAN FEDERATION
OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIZTIES - DENVER, COLORADO
Leader - Chas, H. Preston

MESABI IRON RANGE
Leader - Prof. George A. Thiel

Ok
Leader —~ Prof, George M. Schwartz

MANKATO AREA -~ KASOTA §
Leader ~ Mrs. Loretta

ALMA CINTER, WHITE QUARTZITE (Bus Trip)
Leader — F. PBean,Phd.
Wiisconsin Sta Geologist
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COATL-MINE BURNING SINCE 188k

An underground coal-mine fire in Hocking Valley, Ohio, has besen burning
stoadily for 63 years and has now reached such proportions that the Federal Gov—
ernment has been asked for funds to fight it.
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4 frequent question asked on quiz programs is, "which entrance to the
Paname Canal is farther east". It is difficult for most of us to imagine that
the Pacific entrance to the cesnel is actually farther east than the Atlantic
entrance, The above mep shows why this is so. From the meridian lines as shown
on the above map it seems obvious that point "P" is farther east of the m
an line (a)-(b) then is point "A". It is to be observed also that the canal
actuslly extends northwest-southeast across the Isthmus,
fact, the Pacific entrance is actually farther east, than the Atlantic entrance.

This map also shows the following three alternate routes which have been
projected across the Isthmus, one through the lower part of co, another
through Nicaragua, and a third through Colombia, The first man to propose a
cenal across the Isthmus was a Spaniard by the name of Gil Gonzales de Availa,
who made the proposal to the King of Spain in 1523. In 1780 a party of Spanish
engineers actually surveyed the icaraguan route.
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lakes came very near meeting.
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that these rolling hills were drumli ft by Mr. Glacier. Twenty thou-
sand years ago they were under ice. d. y are pictured woodlands. We
stopped at Otaueoc Falls. These and Bai 211s are the only two in lower
Michigan. ameras \,lxcrf‘u and movies r.ued “Lime stone made those de-
1lightful xallc” aid Miss Martin, We r over a f
furon which once en—
ing succeeded Lake Algonquin and
the clif.

We sto; 2t the largest limestone qu: in the world Rogers City
and climbed the hill to watch Diesel trains come in one after another and
dump their gravel into the limestone crushers. All this vas automatic, and
done precisely., It fascinated one, Then ve went over to watch huge cranes
dig up tons of this limestone, swir i
ter car h of the trains. This 7
one man, One-tenth of the world's lime used in cement comes from this plant.

We looked for fossils. There they ves coral-like lacework today, liv-
ing animals @ million years ago. We slowly wandered back to the bus, our
pockets filled with the specimens. We were hungry. Mackinaw City 1“;}'?&
glowed in the distance. he bus was atwitter. It was evening and we were on
top of the world-a little closer to the North Pole! Recreation is one of
Hichigan's greatest industries. We sto) at the Pontiac tourist cabins and
discovered that the group from Lansing were the only ones there.
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