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Our Society owes a great deal to the faculty of the Department of Geology of the
University of Minnesota. Perhaps we don't express our gratitude as frequently or
forcibly as we should, but there is no question that all of us feel very grateful
to the several members of the faculty. We are indebted to them, not only for their
instruction so patiently and cheerfully givem, tut also for the inepiration and
ingight into the subject of Geology they ! given us. This applies to each and
every member of the faculty, Due to force of circumstances, however, we have been
more closely associated with D 4 year he gave us & course of 17 lec-
tures on General Geology and this ¥ ko course on Historical Geol We
have therefore come to know him somewhat more intimately ti would otherwise be
the case. We hope you will enjoy reading the following personal history of Dr.
Thiel, our instructor and good friend.

Dr. Thiel is entirely a product of Minnesota. He was born and reared at Staples,
in this state, and attended the grade schools there. He attended a college pre-
paratory school at St. Paul Park, Minnesota, and entered the University of Minne-
sote in 1913, from which he received the degree B.A. in 1917, He also obtained
his Masters Degree from the Univornt' of Minnesota, and in 1923, complcted the
work for his Doctorate, receiving degree of PhD. in 1923, Although his scho-
lagtic honors and attainments are many, he still re 8 as his groatest academic
thrill the occasion of receiving his diploma at erci

in the village "opera house" at Stapless nt he was not entirely an academian
ig proved by the fact that while attend boarding school, ho burned the
flag of the commercial class, surmounting ti ormitory while the other students
and faculty were attending chapel excrcises.

A leg injury received enrly in 1ife kept hi ry o rticipation in
athletics and the necessity of wo: keep kept him from engaging to a
great extent in extra—cm-ricule: act while attendi Uni:

he took several courses in

in Biology and spent one summer collecting and study

biological laboratory at Wood's Hole, Massachusetts, and was well on the way to
becoming a Biologist. Geology came somewhat laters

Upon graduating from the University . mmissioned he Sanitary
Core of the Army and taught Biology t the Fts Leavenworth Army Medical
Training School. rved er in charge of laboratory work for a
large base hospital, but after th ist spent some time studying the Goology
of the Mediterranean Coast. Although Dr. "h el had always beon interested in
Geology, it was not until after he receivod his Master's g and had seen
service in France that he definitely decided to adopt Geology as his professions
This is supported by the fact that his thesis for his Masters Degree bore the
profound and erudite title of "The Development of the Mammalian Spleen, With
Special Reference to its Hemato Poletic Activity". This thesis was later pub-
lighed in the American Journal of Anatomy. He spent the summer of 1923 studying
in the field the Geology of Western United States. He regards the view from the
top of Long's Peak, Colorado, and the Royal Gorge, Colorado, cut through solid
granite, as two of the most inspiring sights he has ever witnessed.

Dr. Thiel has emthored many books, and scientific papers and articles. He is co-
author of the textbook on Geol nged tr iversity of Minnesota and elsevhera
He has written 4 bulletins for The Minnesota Geological Survey, and nearly 100
scientific articles and rious geologic subjects, which have been
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published in the bulletins of The Geological Soclety of America, The Bulletin of
Ecanomic Geology, Americam Journal of Science, and other scientific publications,

Dr. Thiel's specialty is sedimentation and sedimentary Petragraphy. If you haveht
read his book on the St. Peter Sandstone, we commend it to you. DIr., Thiel is a
member of The National Research Council, The Geophysical Union, American Associse
tion for the Advancement of Science, and at the present time, is President of the
Minnesota Academy of Science, and is on theelitorial staff of the Society of Eco-
nomic Geologists. He is also Departmental Major Advigor to students in the De-
partment of Geology at the University.

There are two very good reasons why we, ae a Soclety, are particularly interested
in Dr. Thiel. Firstly, because he is a wonderful instrudtor, and has the ability
of deseribing complicated and intricate geologic processes and conditions in
simple language so that each of us can comprehends Secondly, he has always en-
thusiastically spongored the cultural value of Geology. At the present time, he
is engaged in making a survey of the natural sciences for the purpose of orienting
the subject of Geology with other natural sclence subjects, because he feels that
Geology has not heretofore received as much attention as it should, on the part of
thoge teaching natural science subjects in the elementary schoolss It is hoped
that this survey will lay the foundation for more general study of the subjest of
Geology by young students; who may never pursue the subjoct professionally, but
who, nevertheless, will, from such study,more generally appreciate Earth Historye

Although Dr. Thiel has devoted his life to the academie study of Geology, he has
never lost sight of or touch with, shall we say, the outside world, that is, with
people and events outside the academic field. Heo has a wide acquaintance and hie
genial vays make him a most agrcesble companion, husband and father. He is
married and has one daughter attending grade schools It would be hard indeed to
find & person more readily'approachable" than Dr, Thiel. You cannot come within
the sphere of his influence without being consclous of his friendly and tolerant
attitude towards you. He seems never to be impatient, no matter how strangely
irrelevant your ideas may be'and no matter how busy ho 1s, he slways takes ade-
quate time to clarify the situation for you, He is without doubt a great teacher,
and t& hawe been his pupils has been a great privilege to our members. Of him we
YHe is a gentleman and a scholar'. Hats off, to Dr. Thiell

BULLETIN BOARD

2~28-4l}y THE CRETACEOUS PERIOD: Its major geologic and biologic eventss

3-6-4Y4 THE TERTIARY OR PREGLACIAL EVENTS OF THE CENOZOIC ERA: The beginninge
of the development of the [resent landscape
of North America and Minnesotae

3-13-44 2! Special reference to glacial deposits of Minresota
and neighboring states.

3-20-Ul4 A NSWERS: Dr. Thiel will answer 75 questions covering the
re course. This will be an excellent re-
view and is given at th ost of meny of our
memberss

MINNESOTA FOSST By Miss Thelms Sneed.
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EDITCRIALS AIGER R. SYME

for the support of t ulletin have been coming in very well in-

deed, and desire at this time to express our sincere reciation to those who
bave contributed for this purpose. A4s of Fobruary 2lst, contributions have been
made by the folluwing persons: Miss Celia Figcher, Mr. ¥, P. Burch, Miss Leone
P. Knox, Mr, C. H. Preston, Mr. C. Howard, Mr. Edgerton, Mr. George

ckort, Mrs. Helene M. Becker, Mr, L. R, Harder, Dr. R, Mandell, Dr. Geos As
Thiel, Miss Eattie Long, Miss Winnie Noerenberg, Mr, J. D, Clark, Mr. W. J,
O'Brien, Mrse Helen J. Sommers, Fred L. Wanderlich, Miss Caroline Vanstrum, Mrs.
W. 8. Anderson, Mrs. E. L. Koppen, Theo, Zickrick, Mr, E, L, Nelson, Mrs. Lillian
Paines Tho oxpense of publishing the Bulletin for tho first year will be about
$80.00, and we are just past the half-way marke Any amount will be greatly
appreciated. Weo still need about $35.00 or $140,00,

UNITED STATES VETERANS HOSPITAL: In case you went to vigit Mre Honley, visiting
hours at the United States Veterans Hospital are from 2330 to 4300 and from 7:00
0 9100 on Muesdnys, Thursdays, Soturdays and Sundayse

A considerable mumbor of members complained that they did not receive
e of the Bulletin. If you do not receive this Bulletin at the

88y or if you learn ough others that it has been published and you

ve your y within week, write a postal eard to the Editor, gl

full nome, and street address, and your zone numbers
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your correc

'i
%

We have received numerous requests for '\xl‘et‘ﬁs No. 1, 2 and 3.
it and do not intend to keep will you give

ficers on the inside cover pages It is
the Society, for you to know who the officers are.

Please note blank application for membership on last
ity Lf possible to secure a new member,

IR. THIEL'S 5 O Dre Thiel's lecture course on Historical Geology is
drawing to a close. 1"“@ lecture will be on March 13, At that lecture, we
will distribute to you a list of 75 que ions on Historical Geologys During the
week following, you can fill in ypur own answers to these questionss On the
evening of Monday, March 20, Dr. Thiel will swer these questions for yous At
that meeting, bring the questions nnd your answors, compare them, and see how
nearly ri ght you werc. As Andy would say, "Get a check on yoursclf." This is
merely for your own satisfaction. It is an interesting roview of the course and
should serve to emphasize the more important fncts and to clarify things for yous
We did this lost year and it was so well received that many have requested us to
Pepeat it this years

HANGS A TA

As Gracie Flelds ays bit of a story for ya.' A little olg
man, hard o earin c ture on Geclogy, The sp er had just
stated that tho Ear culd la 1 r two dillion years. &Adf‘nly the
little old man irtcrruntcd to ask the sp e'*\(ex‘ te repeat t?u.‘

had don g0, the little old man rep ‘uca, "Ch, I vas scared,

thought you had said two million years.'




ARTICLE OF THE MONTH

Graton
Gaologist

Practically all geologic events are the results
geologic processes mterdlm, over tremendous periods of
time, and it is rare indeed that a geolozic evnr‘t oceurs
20 su«derﬂ hat we see it taking place. ¥
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volcano is, at best, difficmit A new volcano, being itself least
complex, may simplify questions. Although Paricutin will
not solve, it will surely add valt ht upon euch fundamental ;

the depth at which volcanoes originate, the orisin and the intensity of the
heat at that th, how the power manifested in volcanic eruption is

inbo operation, and why volcanoes ars relatively raro and spora

being common in time and place,

Bince our planet was once wholly in the molten state but has nee solidified
at least on the e terior, volcanoes, and the closely related phenomena, hot
springs, geysers and fumaroles, represent man'sg only direct contact with the
interdor heat and the varied processes connected with its Many branches of
geological science thus have most intimate relation to volcanism.

For example, although I have tried to see as many volcanoes and hot springs in
varioue parts of the world as 1t has been feasible for me to reach, my own in-
terest has not been in these thermal features for themselyes alone, but chiefly
for the help in e blaining the origin of that great family of ores of the metals
which likewise ha heir source in the hot depths Gradually, at the hands of
many Investigators, volcanoes and ore deposits arc cach contributing to under—
standing of the other--one of he countless illustrations of the interdepend~
énoe of pure science and its useful application.
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