





THUMBNAIL SKETCH
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EDITORIALS

This 1s the third issue of THE MIWN

come to the conclusion that th

be met in a large part by volu

have only three ces: (1)

annual charge for the Bulletin,

For the present, think 1%

ready made contribdutions (in

liko to igh the Bulletin

is worthwhile, will you scnd ount as you are to give for that
to tho Troasurer.

In this dseue, you will undoubbedly enjoy the thumbnnil sketoh of Drs D. Os Dart.
Dre Dart s one of our very auist and very humble members, bub certainly one of
our most interesting ones, and he is one whom you should Know.

Mre Hanley's condition is unchanged. s been moved to the Veteran's
Hospital.

Interest
any of yo

supplement

The Society sold 50 coples of U3 WON'", a Tale of the Vaters That Run
Down From Lake Superior to the Sea. have had numerous requests for this
very interesting book, describing the Geologic History of the Great Lakes,
and hove secured 15 additional copies, ¥ cost 60F and may bve obtoined
from the Secretary.

We would welcome more suggostions and any materinl which you may think helpful
or useful in connection with this publication,

8 of the Geologic Column
your pocket, another to keep
noteboo; d one for g




Many Geologi

dgewor

Near tel in Brittany, there is a large mage of red granite, 20 Feet
long, welghing over 1,000,000 Pounds, so finely balanced in position by
erosion that it can be oscillated by the touch of the hands Yet it is so
firmly in position that it 4 require a great force to dislodge its
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¥ SOME VALUES IN HISTORICAL GEOLOGY *

(From an address before our Society, made on
October 11, 1943, by Clinton R, Stauffer,PhD.,
Professor of Gesology, University of Minnesota,)

When one speaks of geology. many will think chiefly of metaliferous deposits,
of coal, oil, gas, water or the things which civilized man must win directly
from the Earth In his daily 1ife. Others will think of the huge volcanic
masgos pourcd out from the interior of tho Earth, the groat folded and uplifted
arces or tholr carving by running watar, the groat arcas covercd by snow and
iocey or the sediments being depositod bensath tho scms Thoso are nll interost-
ing and important gaologic phenomona of more than passing concern to any
goologiet but they are not isolated subjeota capablo of indopondont troatment.
Thoy are oll relatod snd roccrded ovonts or happenings to the Earth during
some post timo, Sush a record of ovente is history ond so we have Historicel
Goology, Wheothor wo 1like it or not the histeric approach porvades all
goologis thought ond 4s of prime importance in every phase of our subjects

Tho soquonce of cvonts ox the rolaticn vhich onc serios of o 2

ancthor must clveys be dotermincd 1T we cxpoct tc solve nny problem in goologys
whothor it Be the base leveling of a continent, tho solidification of a magma
or the crystalization of z minersly The recording of these events s always
going on, but many of the records are difficult to interpret. Many others

arg destroyed and we get only fleeting suggestions of thom in other cvents
which erc more perfoctly recordcds S0, wo spoculate or thoorizo on what

has csuscd certe & n when such and such ovonts took placc. If

wa aro good/at' such sp 1 we may arrive nt an approximate truth. But
the why ond tho wnys go togothers

In tho bronder phases of Historical Geology, we have come to rely on the grent
diastrophic movements as the major cvents that punstuatc ocur time scalc. But
wo lmow thot even digstrophiem roquires timo - much time - in its comploticn,
and thot other cvents arc alsc happening while s mountain chain is forming,

or a continent is being raised into prominence. 8o our punctuation point
poaches en the preceding event and encroaches on those that follow,.

TWie 1ike unconformities and disconformities as the markers betwoen formations,
poriods and eras. But an unconformity generally represents a surface that
was undergoing erosion, and the preducts of that process were being deposited
as sediment somowheye off the borders of tho avosion swrfaco.

Great ae s the valuc of thosc major ovonts &n Hapth Metory, thoy still fail
to glye tho dosired soquenao of cvonte, or a mopsuro of the sime during which
thoy woro taking placc, It is pruc thot the order of geourronco of covents
may ofton be cptablishod by theso and othor physical ovonts but thoy fail us
undor 8o many circumstances that wo lock furthdr for holp, Wo study tho
sodimonts undor tho microscope; we do the memo with thin sogtions of ignoous
rocks ond add much to cur sbility to clagsify them, Even the chomical
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